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Message from the Mayor 
 

Dear fellow Houstonians: 

 

It is again my pleasure to introduce this month’s issue of the ‘International 

Newsletter.’ Based on the overwhelmingly positive response to last month’s 

inaugural issue, I thank you for your interest and your continued feedback on making 

future issues even more informative. 

 

The Office of International Affairs & Development will continue to provide our 

communities with outstanding service and we all look forward to hearing your 

thoughts on enhancing our quality of international life in Houston. 

 

Bill White 

Mayor of Houston 

 

Tokyo Vice Governor 

Meets Mayor to Discuss 

More Cooperation 
  
Tokyo Vice Governor Takeo Hamauzu 

arrived in Houston on Feb 9, when he met 

with Mayor Bill White. The visit came in 

light of the Tokyo City Promotion 2005 and 

Vice Governor Hamauzu’s continued efforts 

to revitalize Tokyo’s tourism and 

manufacturing industries, and to strengthen 

Tokyo-Houston bilateral relations.  

 

During the meeting, the two leaders 

exchanged ideas about new cooperation 

between Houston and Tokyo. Vice Governor 

Hamauzu highlighted to the need for more 

cooperation, especially in the areas of 

energy, manufacturing technology and other high technologies, and addressed the 

proposed Tokyo-Houston partnership agreement. – By Wing-Sai Dion Or  

 

 
Tokyo Vice Governor Takeo Hamauzu and 

Mayor Bill White see great opportunity in 

the closer Tokyo-Houston partnership. 
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February 2005 Highlights 
 

 

TAAB 3rd Annual Dinner with Mayor White 
 

Merhaba!  

 

It was a cross-cultural extravaganza as Mayor Bill White met with the 

Turkish American Association for Business (TAAB) at their Annual 

Dinner, February 3, 2005, at the Houstonian Hotel. The evening started 

with a registration and networking reception at 6:30p.m. and was 

followed by dinner and a program at 7:30p.m. with Mayor White’s 

keynote address for the event. 

  

TAAB is a non-profit organization, composed primarily of Turkish/American professionals and businessmen, 

located in the Greater Houston Metropolitan Area to promote business and share information between Texas and 

Turkish businesses. The TAAB’s 3rd Annual Dinner, like the two before it, was a huge success. Over 200 people 

attended and were eager to share ideas and thoughts about the business relationship between Houston and Turkey. 

Additionally, Mayor White was pleased to meet with such prominent members of Houston’s Turkish community. 

From the live piano music to the delicious food, it was a wonderful evening.  

– By Ivy Kuperberg 
 

 

 

Madagascar in Houston 
 

Manao ahoana!  

 

Madagascar President Marc Ravalomanana, currently on a short tour in 

various U.S. cities, addressed members the Houston World Affairs 

Council on Monday, February 7, 2005. His address promoted the 

objectives set forth during his 2002 election campaign, including his 

focus on international relations. In his speech, President Ravalomanana 

asserted that Madagascar is in a state of expansion, seeking investors 

and trade in textiles, infrastructure, agro-business, mining, energy, and tourism. He has gained much recognition 

domestically and abroad for his dedication to promoting international trade. Corporate representatives from 

prestigious Houston area companies attended the event, seeking to learn more about the opportunities.  

 

The event was hosted by the Houston World Affairs Council, a non-partisan 

forum with over 4,000 members, bringing prominent speakers for an open 

exchange of ideas and opinions regarding international issues.  

- by Jessica Michan 

 

 

 

 

 

  Madagascar Beach 

Special Thanks  
Article submitted by Jessica 

Michan, communications 

coordinator of the Houston 

World Affairs Council. 

Mayor Bill White  
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The Post-technology Era of Global Partnership 
 

こんにちはこんにちはこんにちはこんにちは! 
 

As the doggies arrived, hundreds of people came to the Westin 

Galleria. On February 10, Tokyo Vice Governor Takeo Hamauzu 

hosted the first ever Tokyo City Promotion Showcase in Houston, 

portraying Tokyo as a premier tourist destination and demonstrating 

the latest manufacturing and AI technology.  

 

In addition to the eleven tourism and high-tech companies from 

Tokyo, the showcase also highlighted the latest Sony robot dog, Aibo 

ERS-7M2. Possibilities are unlimited and Aibo ERS-7M2 stretches 

our imagination with its trainable capability and its ‘growable’ 

capacity. Through play, they explore their creativity and curiosity. 

Not only did the 5-dog Aibo team demonstrate the first ever soccer 

practice in America, they were thinking, “You’ve got to pass me the 

ball, buddy!”  

 

Two elements will pave the way for the future cooperation between Houston and Tokyo: one is the advanced 

technology and creativity that both Houston and Tokyo have; the other is the dynamic composition of our two 

cities where tradition meets modernization, and diversity strengthens unity.  Tokyo remains one of the world’s 

most exciting markets for high-tech products. While the Vice Governor’s visit to Houston opens doors to new 

cooperation between Houston and Tokyo, the best is yet to come. – Wing-Sai Dion Or 

 

 

Tiger Ball 2005  
 

The February 11 Tiger Ball, Asia Society’s annual gala dinner, was bursting with over 650 attendees.  A veritable 

Who’s Who of Houston society, Asian ambassadors to the United States, Houston’s consular corps, government 

and state representatives, corporate executives and other guests were there to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the 

Asia Society in Texas. 

 

In addition to celebrating the Asia Society anniversary, Vishakha N. Desai was also introduced to the guests.  In 

July 2004, Dr. Desai became the president of the Asia Society, an international organization headquartered in 

New York. Special highlights of the evening included an Asian Silent Auction, a Mystic Fair of fortune-tellers 

representing Asia, Irani & Japanese Tea Cafés, and a live auction of two trips to Asia.   

 

The evening’s success was a result of the support of the volunteer committee. 

The Tiger Ball has become one of the most talked about, elegant and 

fascinating culinary experiences and social events on the Houston social 

scene! For more information, please visit www.asiasociety.org  

- By Naila Qureshi 

 

 

By praising Aibo for kicking the ball well, they 

will continue to play with the ball, says Hide 

Kitagawa (right), producer of Sony Aibo. 

 

Special Thanks  
Article submitted by Naila 

Qureshi, assistant director of 

Asia Society. 

http://www.asiasociety.org/


 

www.houstontx.gov/moiad 

International Affairs and Development International Newsletter Sec. 1 p. 4

 

Welcoming the Year of the Rooster 
 

普天同慶迎雞年普天同慶迎雞年普天同慶迎雞年普天同慶迎雞年! 

 

The Lunar New Year Festival hosted by the Chinese Community 

Center on February 12th was met with great excitement and 

commotion.  Hundreds showed up to celebrate the Year of the 

Rooster. The fun-filled family festival featured guests of honor 

Mayor Bill White, Council Member Gordon Quan, and Council 

Member M.J. Khan, among many others. Children performed the 

famous Rooster, Dragon, 

and Lion dances while 

senior citizens sang and 

performed folk dances.   

 

Other performances 

included Tai-Chi demonstrations, acrobats, martial arts, and even Thai 

dancing and boxing. Far more than performance, this special 

celebration also offered a variety of booths and exhibits as each 

displayed different games, goods, and foods with plenty of joy and 

happiness to go around.  With the start of the Lunar New Year Festival, 

the Year of the Rooster rings in all of the good and brings all of us new 

opportunities. – By Thu Phan  

 

Language Luncheon 
 

The Houston World Affairs Council was pleased to initiate Mandarin Chinese 

into its Foreign Language Luncheon Series on February 9, sponsored by the 

Vinson & Elkins law firm.  The Lunch Series rewards students and recognizes 

teachers for their dedication to learning a second language by sponsoring a 

forum for language practice and cultural appreciation. 

 

Following a ten-course 

lunch of niu pai (beef 

slices) and kao ya (roast 

duck), among other dishes, the festivities began. MOIAD 

Director Helen T. Chang addressed the value of Mandarin 

Chinese as both a gateway to successful international 

careers as well as a tool for cultural exchange with 1.3 

billion Chinese. Dulles and Westside High School students 

of various ethnic backgrounds were excited to share their 

interest in Mandarin Chinese; they performed Mandarin 

Chinese songs, a Dai minority dance and a yo-yo routine. 

With the celebration of the Year of the Rooster, candy-

filled hong bao, traditionally red envelopes containing New 

Year money for children, were given to all in attendance.  

– By Kelly Wright  

 
Mayor Bill White, Council Member Gordon 

Quan (left), Council Member M.J. Khan 

(second left), and Former Chinese Community 

Center Board Chair Cecil Fong (right).  

A Mandarin Chinese song lights 

up the luncheon. 

 

Did You Know? 

According to the Linguasphere Project, the most 

commonly spoken languages in the world are: 
 

1-2. English and Chinese  

(approx. 1 billion speakers each) 

3. Hindi + Urdu (approx. 900 million speakers) 

4. Spanish (approx. 450 million speakers) 

5. Russian (approx. 320 million speakers) 

6. Arabic (approx. 250 million speakers) 

7. Bengali (approx. 250 million speakers) 

8. Portuguese (approx. 200 million speakers)  
 

SOURCE www.linguasphere.net 

 

Did You Know? 
 

 

Did you know that those born in the 

Year of the Rooster are talented and 

capable people?  They are always 

interesting and can be extremely 

brave.  These years include 1921, 

1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 

and 2005. 
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 Houston Hosts Distinguished Visitors from Mexico 
 

¡Hola y bienvenidos!   

 

On February 24, 2005, Mayor Pro-Tem Carol Alvarado graciously hosted Mayor 

José Gómez and City Council Member Ricardo Martínez of the city of El 

Marqués, Mexico.  Mayor Gómez was visiting Houston in anticipation of the 

new international airport that will shortly open in El Marqués and of the March 

18, 2005, inaugural flight between Houston and El Marqués.  

 

During the courtesy visit, Mayor Gómez highlighted the rapid economic 

development of the region (State of Querétaro) and expressed optimism that 

Houston, as the gateway to Mexico, would be an excellent partner in future endeavors.  Mayor Pro-Tem Alvarado 

also reaffirmed Houston’s continued commitment to our Latin American neighbors and welcomed further 

cooperation with between the two administrations. 

 

El Marqués is principally an agricultural city in the State of Querétaro, in close proximity to Mexico City.  

– By David Chang 

 

 

 

Upcoming Major Events 
 

 

Business Conference: Business Opportunities in Malaysia  
 

A great opportunity for many U.S. and Malaysian businessmen to expand their 

connections is opening. The Malaysian Minister of International Trade and 

Industry, Rafidah Aziz, will be leading a delegation of Malaysian businessmen 

to Houston March 2-3.  

 

In honor of his visit, the Malaysian Industrial Development Authority of 

Chicago is hosting a business conference entitled “Business Opportunities in 

Malaysia,” with Minister Aziz as the keynote speaker. The minister will address 

the business and market opportunities in 

Malaysia and ASEAN as well as touch on 

the largest upcoming ASEAN-China-India 

Free Trade Area.  

 

The event will be heightened with the 

afternoon B-to-B meetings with Malaysian 

companies, which will strengthen the 

business ties between Houston and Malaysia.  For more information, please 

contact 713-247-3595. – By Benicia Guillory  

 

 

 
Petronas Twin Towers 

 
Ubudiah Mosque 

 
Mayor José Gómez and Mayor 

Pro-Tem Carol Alvarado. 
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The Honorable Pat the Cope Gallagher T.D. 
Ireland’s Minister of State 

 

The Honorable Pat the Cope Gallagher will be in 

Houston on March 11 to discuss Ireland’s remarkable 

economic success and to talk about opportunities the 

country offers for business in Houston.   

 

In recent years, Ireland’s “Celtic Tiger” economy has 

been the fastest growing economy in the developed 

world. In 2004, air cargo trade between Houston and 

Ireland exceeded 968,000 kilograms and was valued 

at $56.3 million. Seaborne trade with Ireland was valued at more than $430 million, 

totaling 193,949 short tons, in 2003. For more information about the luncheon, please 

visit www.houston.org.  

SOURCE Greater Houston Partnership 

 
 

2005 Celebrate Shanghai in Houston 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Shanghai in Houston? 

Houston and Shanghai have shared a long history of 

friendship and mutual cooperation in port, airport, 

trade, education, technology, exhibition, medical and 

cultural exchanges.  This 2-day program featuring 

Shanghai’s Mayor Han Zheng will be a milestone in 

the advancement of the Houston-Shanghai trade 

relationship. In total, four major agreements will be 

signed. 

 

Why should I attend?  

Shanghai is the financial hub of the mainland Chinese 

market – in 2004, the Shanghai consumer market for 

new goods and services reached 23.4 billion yuan!  

 

 

 “Celebrate Shanghai in Houston” is an opportunity for 

business leaders to network and celebrate the bilateral 

partnership that will bring exciting international 

entrepreneurial opportunities to Houston.  Attendees 

will gain valuable information on accessing the 

Shanghai market through question-and-answer 

discourse and presentations by Shanghai government 

officials and investors.   

 

How do I obtain an invitation to the Gala and 

business event? 

Please contact 713-247-3595 or e-mail 

helen.chang@cityofhouston.net.

 

Gala Dinner 
 

Thursday, March 31, 2005 

6:30pm Reception 7:00pm Dinner 

 

InterContinental Hotel- Grand Ballroom 

2222 West Loop South, Houston, TX 77027 
Black-tie optional & Cocktail Attire 

2005 Shanghai Economic Prospects 

&  

Business Opportunities Forum 
 

Friday, April 1, 2005 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

 

InterContinental Hotel- Discovery Center 

2222 West Loop South, Houston, TX 77027 
Business Attire 

 

 

 
Government building 

in Belfast, Ireland 

Kylemore Abbey, Ireland 

http://www.houston.org/
mailto:helen.chang@cityofhouston.net
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Meet the Consular Corps in Houston 
 

 
 

 

The Honorable Clemente 

Pedro F. Camenha is the 

Consul General of Angola in 

Houston; however, the 

office’s mission in Houston 

covers nine 

states: California, Arizona, 

New Mexico, Texas, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, 

Alabama, Georgia and 

Florida. So why choose 

Houston to be the office 

headquarters?  

 

The City of Houston was chosen “because of the 

important role that it plays in the region, mainly the 

economic, industry, trade and technological business. 

One of the clear examples is that most of the U.S. oil 

companies operating around the world, including in 

Angola have their head offices in Houston. Also, 80% 

of assorted goods from the transactions between 

Angola and the United States go through the Port of 

Houston,” Consul General Camenha said. But don’t 

think that this relationship is one-sided.  “7% of the oil 

currently consumed in the U.S. is from Angola,” 

making the country the “second-largest oil provider 

from Sub-Saharan Africa region to the U.S. market.” 

Angola also ranks third behind Iran and Saudi Arabia 

in discovery of new oil reserves.  

 

Houston has a sister city in Luanda, Angola. “The 

Angolan capital is the first city in Africa to sign this 

type of agreement with Houston and the sixteenth in 

the world. The agreement, signed in Luanda, states that 

the two sides will collaborate with each other, in 

friendship and goodwill, for mutual benefit, co-

operating in the economic, educational and cultural 

fields,” Consul General Camenha said. Specifically, 

“the two parties expressed in the agreement a common 

interest in the areas of energy, medicine, infrastructure 

development, technology and promoting mutual 

understanding and business opportunities for their 

citizens.” 

 

Angola has the potential to be one of Africa’s brightest 

stars. With its commitment to international trade and 

investment, we are sure to hear much about this 

country for years to come. For more information, 

please visit http://www.angola-consulate.org.  

- By Ivy Kuperberg  

 

Natural resources in Angola 

Not only is Angola’s oil production vital to its 

economy, Angola is also a country rich in other 

natural resources. Aside from large oil deposits, 

diamonds, and gold extensive forests, Atlantic 

fisheries are among the natural resources that can 

be found in this country. 

Consul General 

Clemente Camenha 

 
Map of Angola 

This month, we go to a former Portuguese colony that is destined to become a large player in world affairs. 

No, it is not Brazil. It is Angola! The sub-Saharan African country which is almost twice the size of Texas 

and plays a prominent role in the state.   

http://www.angola-consulate.org/
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International Hub: Greater Houston Partnership 
 

The World Trade Division 
 

The World Trade Division aims at assisting 

Partnership firms to sell more of their products and 

services abroad, as well as to bring business 

opportunities to Houston. To create a favorable 

business environment and to promote the Houston 

region as a transportation and distribution hub, the 

World Trade Division works with the Aviation 

Department and Port of Houston Authority and helps 

bring foreign company offices to the area. 

 

The Partnership 
The Greater Houston Partnership is Houston's leading 

business organization. Through its Economic 

Development, Government Relations, Regional 

Issues, Regional Planning and World Trade divisions, 

the Partnership develops and implements integrated 

programs to enhance the business climate, business 

activity, job creation, economic development and 

quality of life throughout the Houston region.  

 

The Leadership 

Keith Miceli, Sr. V.P., World 

Trade Division & Executive 

Director, Houston World 

Trade Center Greater Houston 

Partnership, who has been the 

executive director of the 

Institute of International 

Education (IIE) since July 

2002, has more than 25 years 

of experience in corporate public relations, marketing, 

government and international relations, including 

work for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in 

Washington, D.C.  

 

Prior to joining the IIE, he served as senior director of 

international public relations and marketing for 

ENRON, developing and implementing regional and 

country-specific public relations and marketing plans 

for senior management responsible for that firm's 

energy investment portfolio throughout Latin America 

and the Caribbean.  

 

For more information about the World Trade 

Division, please visit 

www.houston.org/internationalbusiness.  

- By Greater Houston Partnership 

 

 

 

Mission of World Trade Supervisory Board 
 

����    The International Business Development 

program helps Partnership members through 

business-to-business matching services, 

inbound and outbound missions, seminars, 

conferences and briefings.  

����    The Houston World Trade Center (HWTC) 

is housed in the Partnership and is one of 

nearly 300 WTCs in 90 countries around the 

world.  

����    The WTD organizes a variety of seminars 

and workshops to assist member companies 

in improving their exporting and importing 

capabilities.  

����    The annual Partnership’s World Trade Gala 

recognizes those who foster expanding 

business and trade around the globe.  

����    The International Executive of the Year 
Luncheon is co-sponsored by the Kiwanis 

Club of Houston and goes to a Partnership 

member who has contributed significantly 

to Houston’s international image.  

����    The WTD recommends policy positions to 

the Partnership Board on international 

business issues that impact the business 

community and develops advocacy 

programs that represent Partnership 

members’ interests before government 

authorities. 

 

Keith Miceli 

http://www.houston.org/internationalbusiness
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International Frontier – Alejandro Giannotti 
 
 

 

 

 

Some people visit 

Texas for a week-

long vacation. 

Others visit Texas 

and never want to 

leave. Such was 

the case when 

Alejandro 

Giannotti took his 

first trip to 

Houston in 1985. A native of Mar del 

Plata, Argentina, Alejandro Giannotti is 

the CEO and Chairman of Bovay 

Engineers, a Houston-based company 

which is one of the nation’s top MEP 

and planning firms.  

 

Northward Bound 

So what made Mr. Giannotti move 5,287 

miles north? He answers the question 

quite simply: “I decided I liked the city 

and decided to stay.” He first attended 

Rice University, and then worked at 

S&B Engineers until 1991. He returned 

to school at the University of Houston 

and received a Master of Civil 

Engineering degree. Mr. Giannotti then 

opened his own consulting firm in 1992. 

Four years later, he became the 

Chairman and CEO of Bovay Engineers, 

Inc. 

 

Forward-Thinking  

As head of Bovay Engineers, Mr. 

Giannotti says,  “My relationship with 

the people of the city is great … we do a 

lot of work with the City of Houston.” 

Recent projects include the new Rockets 

Arena in the Toyota Center, the George 

R. Brown Convention Center, the 

University of Houston, and the 

International Space Station with NASA 

for which Bovay Engineers received 

the Gold metal award from the Texas 

CEC.  

 

Not One to Forget His Roots 

Mr. Giannotti is also prominent in the 

Houston Argentine Community. He is 

the president of the Texas Argentina 

Chamber of Commerce and also the 

president of the United States 

Argentina Council, a nationwide 

organization formed by the Argentine 

Embassy that promotes strong business 

relations between the two countries. 

One issue of particular note is the Port 

of Houston. Currently, the two main 

trading ports used by Argentina in the 

U.S. are Los Angeles and Miami. Mr. 

Giannotti believes that Houston, a 

“tremendous port” located in between 

these two cities, will be a bridge 

between east and west in the coming 

years. 

 

I Love Houston 

Mr. Giannotti delights in the 

“tremendous amount of different 

cultures you can find in one place. 

Most of my best friends are from 

different cultures. We are all different 

but our issues are common … the 

language that combines us all together 

is trade,” says Giannotti. Mr. Giannotti 

admires the “strength and passion of 

the people who work for the city.” He 

is amazed at how devoted people from 

all over the world are to the city. But 

perhaps, as with Mr. Giannotti, 

Houston has become their home.  

– By Ivy Kuperberg   

 
Alejandro Giannotti 

 

 

International Newsletter 
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the Office of 

International Affairs and 
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Every month we focus upon a Houstonian who has made an indelible mark on our city through outstanding 

contributions and service to the growth of Houston as an international city. 

mailto:helen.chang@cityofhouston.net
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March - 2005 Event Calendar 
 

 

Date Time Event Venue/Contact 

Venue: Hong Kong Convention and 

Exhibition Center 
March 1-4 -- Hong Kong Trade Development 

Council: Hong Kong International 

Jewelry Show 2005 Contact: exhibitions@tdc.org.hk 

http://www.hkjewellery.com/ 

Venue: Westin Galleria March 2 7:30am Asian Chamber of Commerce: State 

Legislature Trip to Austin Contact: Elsie Huang, 713-782-7222 

Venue: Renaissance Houston hotel  March 2 9:00am-

2:00pm 

Malaysian Industrial Development 

Authority, Chicago: “Business 

Opportunities in Malaysia.” 

Contact Mr. K. Sukomaran,  

312-787-4532 

Venue: The Westin Oaks Hotel March 3 5:00pm-

7:00pm 

Houston World Affairs Council: 

“Why Do Some Nations Flourish 

While Other Nations Flounder?” 

With John Stossel 

Contact 713-500-9491 

Venue: AIA Chapter Office March 3 4:00pm-

6:00pm 

American Institute of Architects-

Houston: Geotechnical, Forensic, and 

Environmental Issues with Houston 

Buildings 

Contact: 713-520-0155 

Venue: Inter-Continental  March 4 11:30am-

1:00pm 

Children’s Defense Fund: Beat the 

Odds fundraiser Contact Barbara Best, 713-664-4080 

Venue: IMPACT, Muang Tong Thai, 

Northaburi, Thailand 
March 4-6 

(Trade) 

March 7-8 

(Public) 

-- Ministry of Commerce of Thailand: 

Thailand International Furniture 

Fair 2005 Contact: Pat S. Charnveja 281-477-8803 

Venue: 

 

First Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church 
March 6 5:00pm The Foundation for Modern Music: 

“Music of Today” Concert Series 

Contact: modernmusic@sbcglobal.net 

Venue: HTC March 9 4:00pm-

5:00pm 

Houston Technology Center 

Orientation Contact: Sharell Harris, 713-658-1750  

Venue: Port of Houston Executive 

Building 
March 9 4:00pm-

5:30pm 

Port of Houston: How to Do Business 

with the Port of Houston Authority 

Forum Contact: smallbusiness@poha.com  

Venue: Baker & Hostetler Law Office March 9 5:30pm-

7:30pm 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 

Houston Export Assistance Center: 

“Houston International Trade 

Forum” 

Contact: Azeemeh Zaheer,  

281-449-9402 

Venue: Westin Galleria Hotel March 9 11:30am-

1:00pm 

Asian Chamber of Commerce: 

“Word-of-Mouth Marketing” with 

Carolyn Harvill 

Contact: 713-782-7222 

Venue: Doubletree Hotel at Allen 

Center 
March 9 11:30am-

1:30pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: Super 

Summit III 

Contact: Jill Reese, 713-844-3694 

mailto:exhibitions@tdc.org.hk
mailto:smallbusiness@poha.com
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Venue: Rice University, Jones School March 11 9:00am-

6:00pm 

Rice Life Science Venture Forum 

Contact: www.alliance.rice.edu/assnefe  

Venue: Greater Houston Partnership March 11 11:30am-

1:30pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: 

Luncheon featuring The Hon. Pat the 

Cope Gallagher T.D., Minister of 

State of Ireland 

Contact: Pat Foley, 713-844-3637 

 

Venue: The Jewish Community Center 

Kaplan Theatre 
March 12 7:30pm American Turkish Association – 

Houston: A Night of Azerbaijani 

Mugham and Turkish Folk Dance Contact: 713-784-2043 

Venue: Chile, Philippines March 13-

April 13 

-- Rotary International District 5890: 

Group Study Exchange Contact Anais Watsky 281-370-4200 

Venue: Japan-American Society of 

Houston 
March 14-

April 14 

-- Japan-America Society of Houston: 

Young Artists Competition 

Contact: 713-963-0121 

Venue: Westin Oaks Hotel March 15 -- Indo American Chamber of 

Commerce of Greater Houston: 

Business Luncheon with Dr. Jay 

Gouge 

Contact: 713-624-7131 

Venue: Hyatt Regency March 15 -- Houston World Affairs Council: 

Taking Heat – My Years in the 

White House, Ari Fleischer 
Contact: 713-522-7811 

Venue:  HTC  March 18 7:00am-

9:00am 

Houston Technological Center: 

Raising Early Stage Capital Contact 713-658-1750 

Venue: Edwin Hornberger Conference 

Center 
March 19 -- Chinese Community Center: Chinese 

Community Center Spring Ball 

Contact 713-658-1750 

Venue: Prague Hall March 19 6:00pm The Czech Cultural Center Houston: 

Annual Members and Friends 

Meeting and Dinner  
Contact: 713-528-2060 

Venue: Hobby Center for the 

Performing Arts 
March 20 -- Asian/Pacific American Heritage 

Association & Theatre Under the 

Stars: Second Annual Asian Heritage 

Day 

Contact: Jerome Vielman,  

713-784-1112 

Venue: Cypress Golf Club March 21 1:00pm- Houston Chapter of the National 

Association of Women in 

Construction: Sixth Annual Golf 

Tournament 

Contact: Jody Richwine, 281-808-5527 

Venue: Hilton of the Americas March 21 5:30pm-

7:00pm 

Latin American International 

Trading (LAITCO) Group, LLC: 

Business presentation and meeting 

Contact: Marlene Montesinos  

281-486-1829 

Venue: Seoul, Beijing, Tianjin, 

Qingdao, and Shanghai 
March 22-

April 5 

-- The State of Texas Governor’s 

Office, Economic Development and 

Tourism: Texas Trade Mission to S. 

Korea & China 

Contact: Jensen Shen 512-936-0244 

Venue: HTC March 23 4:00pm-

5:00pm 

Houston Technology Center 

Orientation Contact: Sharell Harris, 713-658-1750 



 

www.houstontx.gov/moiad 

International Affairs and Development International Newsletter Sec. 1 p. 12

 

     

Venue: Aichi, Japan March 25- 

Sept 25 

-- Japan: EXPO 2005 Aichi, Japan  

Contact Helen Chang 713-247-3595 

Venue: InterContinental Houston Hotel  March 28 11:30am Greater Houston Partnership: State 

of Transportation in Texas Contact: 713-844-3658 

Venue: George Brown Convention 

Center 
March 29-30 March 29 

5:30pm-

7:30pm 

 

March 30 

7:30am-

4:00pm 

Indo American Chamber of 

Commerce of Greater Houston: 

Government Procurement 

connections 

Contact: amamach@aol.com 

Venue: Houston Marriott West Chase March 29 9:00am- 

4:00pm 

Asian Chamber of Commerce and 

Secure Houston Network: Secure 

Houston Business Security 

Symposium 

Contact:  info@securehouston.com 

281-492-9307 

 

Venue: Intercontinental Hotel March 31-

April 2 

-- Mayor’s Office, City of Houston: 

“Celebrate Shanghai in Houston” 

festivities 

 

Gala Dinner: March 31 (6:30pm) 

Business Forum: April 1 (9:00am) 

Contact: Helen Chang  

713-247-3595 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The contents are intended for general information purposes only. 

If you believe you can, you will. 
 

We have one simple goal:  
to promote Houston as a renowned international city. 

 

In June 2005, the Mayor’s Office, City of Houston, will lead a trade mission to Asia.  

The tentative itinerary includes: Hong Kong, Shanghai, Dalian, Beijing, Tokyo, and Nagoya  

 

Next issue, we will have more detailed information about this mission. 

Stay tuned for the 2005 Trade Mission to Asia Stay tuned for the 2005 Trade Mission to Asia Stay tuned for the 2005 Trade Mission to Asia Stay tuned for the 2005 Trade Mission to Asia     
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